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The Chinese delegate, Ms. Chen Xiaoying, came from DaNang, Vietnam by bus with Dr. Peter John 
Wanner, a 14 hour journey.  Ms. Chen Xiaoying came to DaLat as a keynote speaker from China.  Ms. Chen 
Xiaoying’s presentation was discussing the tradition that tea ceremony or just the tradition of time to drink tea 
together plays in Chinese society.  She discussed the importance of tea in agriculture and the sustainability of 
China. 

Dr. Tat Thang Nguyen gave the opening plenary session on December 24 and introduced the landscape 
of DaLat and its vicinity to the delegates.  Agriculture plays an important role in the sustainability of DaLat 
City.  Agricultural practices to protect products through organic farming are highly appreciated and put into 
effect by many farmers in the DaLat region.  Likewise, agriculture has been incorporated into the tourism of the 
area with people visiting places such as the coffee plantations, flower greenhouses, and mushroom 
farms.  DaLat is also considered a city of numerous educational institutions.   
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Mr. Van Ngoc Nguyen, Ph.D. was a keynote speaker on December 26.  He presented on ‘Biodiversity 
Sustainability: Forest Development through Conservation.’  In his seminar he discussed how various measures 
are in place worldwide to protect the forest.  The international organization he belongs to is pro-active in 
maintaining various species of trees and plants.  He discussed the problem in maintaining the diversity such that 
almost 26,500 plant species are threatened with extermination.   Students discussed the importance of diversity 
and why it is important to maintain a vast diverse species of plants. 
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On December 25, 2019, Christmas day all delegates had a full day excursion during which they went to 
a flower park, a mushroom farm and the museum to learn about the history of DaLat and Vietnam.  In the 
evening, a Christmas party took place with exchange of presents and games following a grand dinner.  Mr. Quan 
Vi Minh acted as the tour guide and organized the full day of events.  Many Vietnamese students also helped 
him with preparing the special events and their assistance was greatly appreciated. 

On the last full day of the event before the departure the next day, December 28, 2019 students 
contemplated their full week of discussions and decided how they would help implement change for the future 
when they return to their country.   Farewells and bonds of friendship were celebrated and the evening Gala 
before departing the morning of December 28, 2019 was a grand party.  All students did various cultural 
performances and received certificates of achievement for their attendance from Dr. Peter John Wanner and 
Vice Dean, Ms. Giang Chau, replacing the Rector Le Minh Chien, Ph.D.   
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BOLT Officers 
President – Xiao Ben Yuan 

Vice President – Mr. Steven Gershon 

Director of Membership – Ms.  Junko Fujio 

Director of Treasury – Ms. Magnolia Wanner 

Director of Publicity – Mr. Greg Goodmacher 

Member at Large – Mr. Tadashi Ishida 

 

Other BOLT Positions 
Auditor – Ms. Zhou Mo 

Newsletter Editor – Mr. Peter John Wanner 

Co-Editor – Mr. Cicero E. Danseco 

Co-Editor – Ms. Magnolia Wanner 

Founder – Mr. Peter John Wanner 

 

Balsamo Outreach for Learning and Teaching 

http://boltoutreach.org 


